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 EXCELLENCIE. 


The LORD-GENERAL - 


CROMVVEL: 


And all the honeſt Otficers and S-1uldiers in the Army, for the 
Commoriz-wealth of ENGLAND. 


The HUMBLE 


REMONSITRANCE 


. Ot many Thouſands in, and about the City of 
L O0O'ND ON, 
x 4 
Oa the behalf of all the 
Exzz-ConumonEers of EnGLAND; 


a Fd 


SHREWETH, 

Hart the 22 of March 1648. the Parl'ament declared, 
>= That they were truſted by the People, for the Com= 
3X mon, good , and tg procure the we!-teing »f thoſe 
/ whom they ſerve, and to remove Oppreſlion and 
" Arbitrary power, and all oppoſitions to the Peace and 
*, Freedom Of this Nation ; and that they intend the Common Inte= 
reſt of thoſe wham they ſerve, more then their own particulars : 
And'they then promiſed the due Retormation of the Law, for the 
taking away of corruption & abuſcs,delays,vexations and unneceſ- 
ſary travel and expences, and whatſoever ſhould be found really 
burthenſom to the People, thar evil might be prniſhed,8& the good 
rewarded,and the People be caſed in their burthens and Taxes,and 
the Debrs of the Commonwealth be juſtly uſes. Bur alas | 
wth grieved hearts we have long expeRted ſome Fuit of their pro- 

| bes 6) thar mbſrirnde of aaffis fhou!d utter knowledge : Yet all 
in-yain, infomuch that we can no longer forbear, but (hew our 
grievancesy 


(2) 
orievances,for they are many and intolerable, My Lord,there was 
4 time, when your Excellency, and our unparelel'd Army was in a 
low condition, and in your {traights,you affirmed, that you ca.led 
upen God, and He heard you, and delivered you in your diſtreſs ; 
ſure God was pleaſed with you in that, for He gave you: Eneinies 
into your hands,and ſerled the ſoles of your feet in peace, gave you 
large poſleſſions,houſes that you built not: was al chis that youoaly 
mizht live in peace, caſe and relt, and ſay you have married Wives, 
have Farms, Parks, Vanours,and Kitzgly houſes to fee ; and forget 
the vows you th n made? ſurelyno.Are the People free ?is perf:& 
li-erty wrote for tem 2 or are your vows quite forgotten ? Is not 
the ſafery of the People the f.upicam Law ? Nay, are not you the 
Peoples Army,and have they not paid you ? Are your pro-nifes yet 
performed? Why are you fo remiſs in the Work of the Lord? why 
do the People yet complain ? Is not Jultice as neceflary now , as 
when the Parliament began? Our eyes have been upon you,bur our 
hope is in God ; ard though we be yet clouded,and in the dark,yet 
deliverance will come; and we ſhall not be deceived 
And though the ſons of Zerviah have ſeemed too {trong for you; 
yet if your Excellency no\y appear, all the honeſt Membcrs,which 
have not bowed their knees to Baz!, will to a man ſecond you,and 
make good every fillable of that Declaration, and revive the Self- 
denying Ordinance, and fcorn to tit with a company of mercinary 
Lawyers, who poiſon the Counſels of the Parliament;and turn Ju- 
Rice and Judgment to gall and wormwood,meerly to iorich them- 
ſelves by the ruin of the People. Thten your ExceNtencie and choſe 
honeſt Members may forthwith paſs an AR; to authorize the Ju- 
ſtices of Peace, to keep a Court in their ſeveral Counties, -twice a 
wee!:, n the moſt convenient place in each Countie, to hear and de- 
termin all matters of Debt, Titles of Lands,and other Civil differen- 
ces,the ſame day they be brought before them, and put the People . 
to no more charge, but their attendance, according to the praftice 
of the Court of Requeſts, Londoy, ſitting in Guild-hall, - by vertue 
of an Act of Parliament,made in the third year of King James, and 
the 25 Chapter, | 
Then your Exctjlencie and thoſe honeſt Members, may forthwith 
paſs the annexed AR; to authorize Commillioners of known fideli- 
tic, for the ſpeedy examination and redreſs of all the Peoples gric- 
yances ; though the ſeveral Committecs appointed by Parliament, 
> wo | gy rh 
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have done little or nothing therein. And then we ſhall ſee 3n AR 
to ſettle an Annual equal Repreſentative, and Indentures drawn 
berwcen the Repreſentors, and the Repreſentative Counties, that 
we may no longer truſt in man ; but have it known to the world, 
That the PECP LE are the Legiſlative power, and that all that are 
entrnſted by them,mult aR for chem, and be accomprable to them: ' 
Surely then may there be found men of ſuch pure Principles, that 
will not forget the Self-denying Ordinance, nor be ſeduced by the 
Clergic to at in Spirituals, when their Commiſſion is for Tempo= 
rals. Then ſhall choſe faichful Perſons who hazarded all for the 
Pariiament, and many of them lent more then their whole Eſtates, 
and now live in ptiſon, nay,ſtarve for want of it , not to be put to 
uncover Cathedrals, and ranſack the Monuments of che dead; but 
be honeſtly paid with thanks and requitals. Then ſhould not the 
Pu»lick-Faith be out-pawned,and (o little care taken to redeem it, 
whileſt Milions of Treaſure hath been conveyed beyond the Seas. 

Then ſhould there be a new litcle Book of only uſefull Statutes, 
portable, that choſe chat ſhould keep them may know them ; and 
not a Voluminous Idol, the ſtudie of Lawyers their who! life-time, 
to teach rthePeople ar great coſt,and wich che hazard of their lives. 
Then.ſhall Juſtice be done at the charge of the State,as of old, the 


poor fear no bribes,and the Peoples whole Inheritance not ſpent e- 


very hundred year, or leſs,in tedious and uſcleſs ſuits in Law, with- 
out accompr or puniſhment, Then ſhould not poor Souldiers De- 
benrers be {ould for a T wentieth part, and the benefit of the reſt 
redound to their enemies. Nor the honeſt Souldier pay twice for 
his Quarter, whileſt your bloudy Enemies are forgiven plunder 
and outrages. Was not this the price of their bloud 2 And wo be 
to him that creeth a City by bloud, &c. Nor the honeſt Souldier 
that would not do all things, laid afide without place or pay,. and 
ſtarve for want thereof ; whileſt unworthy perſons are imployed 
both by Sea and Land in very great truſt, to the lofing the Honor 
of the Nation, gotten by the bloud and treaſure of thoſe who are 
now laid afide. Nor thould the honeſt ſufferer for the Parſjament 
be left withour all proviſion,as if they had no bodies p:omiſe for ir. 
Nor ſhould there be x five-pound A, a meer deceit, as it is vw 
uſed, while men of Eſtates lie in the- upper-Bench, and other pri- 
ſons,and cheat the People, and their Land unſold. Nor cl;* poor 
diſtreſled Proteftants of 7reland, that loſt their Eſtates, _ fled 
A 2 ither 
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hither for their lives, ftarve here, and no accompt rendred of the 
Moneys that-was colle&:d for them , both in Eng/arg, and elſ< 
where: and many of their bloudy Enemies ſuffered to be reieaſed 
out of priſon- 

Thea ſhould che h2ad of no injuitice ſtand upon any ſhoulders, 
fince for that the lar-K:n3 loſt his. Then ſhould peejuries, forgeries, 
and briberies, which are grown to a great head amonglt us be pu- 
niſhed , thou h the Committee do little or noching therein. N or 
ſhou d Death ve i-fl:&ed for a trifle of tive ſh llings, {a thing called 
Fclony )iwhilſt vaſt .ums are taken from theCommonwealth, with- 
0-:t any accomprt,>y Commirtee-men,and others. Then ſhould the 
poor be provided for, both in Goals,and without, at leaſt by their 
own, and poor S$*3-m-:n invited home, by certainty of pay,and aſſu» 
rance of a competent hare of the prize goods, and liberty ro ad- 
venture five pounds 3 man,or more,accord.nz to their place or qua- 
lity,in every Mer. hints ſhip,as in Qu-en El-z4berths daycs: this wil 
endear them unto the States , and Lenity doth break more hearts 
then Sequeſtration. Then ſhould T.mber, the finews of war by Sea, 
be planted and preſerved ; and nor ſold to the Hollanders. Then 
ſhould E:quire Elſlsoc, and Edward ſinks not be {t-Aed in that in- 
famous priſon of New-gare ; bur be inforced ro make good their 
Charges 1gaioſt the ſeveral Mcinbers,or ro be punithed ſeverely. 

My Lo:d, many of us were of ths Army u. der your own com= 
mand,we fought for our liberties, our bloud, and our cſtaces are in it, 
and we are w taefles that your Excellency promiſed ic unto us, and 
ſo did the Parliament, what can be anſwered in th:s caſe? for when 
you wanted power,our lives was not dear to us; and now you have 
powe-,our lives and liberties ought to be dear to you and them,and 
not ſuffer us to ſtarve through oppreſſion; is nor this the time? the 
wo. k is g'eat; the children of Anack are mighty men, and have Ci- 
ties walled high, yet fear ch:m not;for rhe goo t Land is before your 
Excellency ; and if you will not enter in before us, but murmure, 
your carcaſſes may be lain in the w.|derneſſe, or you way be ſt ing 
with fiery Serpents; and yer deliverance (h-I| come, for the ſpirits 
anointing, cauſed the people to deſtroy the yoke of the late King, 
and God hath promiſed, that the feer of che poor, and the ſteps of 
the needy ,ihall tread down them that dwell on high, E/a. 10 27. 
Eſa.26+5,6.would you have us think that God ſeeth not injuſtice 
ia a Commonwealth as wel as in a Kingly Governmeat, or that our 


freedom 
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freedom conſiſt-th in having the name of priviledge of Parliament, 
inttead of Kingly Prerogative; or, 7 he Keepers of the Liberties o 

Enugland,nitad of Charles by the grace of God, &c. Notwithſtan= 
ding che faine injuſtice and arDitrary power remaineth; nay, and is 
much encreaſed; for ſhame up an4 ve doing; we belcech you confi» 
der what wil: become of your poſterities too,as well as ours; 'et no 
man take your honour from you,nor delude'you, and lay your ho- 
nour in the duſt; for we profeile to all che world, that whacſocver 
injuſt.ce, wharcver we wat of perfet freedom and li erty, what 
bloud is aor expiaced, what treaſure 15 miſ-!{pentzall our complaints 
are before youc Excellency, and the Army, and muit remain with 
youzand be charged upon you; therefore if yu wil riſe I1ike a migh- 
ty Giant refreſhed with wine, and ſcorn a vift that bliudes the eyes 
of the wiſe,and pervert che righteo:1s in judgment, and zo forth in 
the ſtrengch of our God, then ſhill che Work of che Lord proſper 
in your hands-Bur if you wil nor, buc ſay,there is a Lion in the way, 


* and forget your voves and promiſes , and lea1 us back again inro 


Egypt; and ſay,che ſame old King)y ſpirir in a new name hal reign, 
we (hail be inforced co ceaſe from your-Excellency, and life up our 


: eyesto the hills,and expect dehverance ſo ne other way. O how can 


we expect to have 1njuſtice in Supertors puniſh2d ſpeedily, -and not 


left to ſucceeding Parliaments, and men itarve the mean while in 


priſon; when every man is left to a arbitrarily , and men accuſed 
of Treaſon, ſuff-red to (ic in the Hou!c 2 Na1y,ſome of us, will with 
our lives make g00d, hat there be ſo.ne in the Houſe that are utter 
enemies to the peace and ſafety of the Nation. O how ſhall we be 
able to diſcern our friends from our foes in the Houſe , except the 
faithful Members do declare their proteſt to bhe People whom they 
ſerve,againlt all choſe that at contrary to their traſt, oppugning the 
Law of God, the Law of the Land,and the Law of Nature ; for we 
humbly conceive , this is the ready way to caſe ther and you of 
your endlefſe trouble, and ſecure the Commonwealt': from future 
dangers and miſeries ; for, do we not ſee with what extream ditfi- 
culty you produce any thing chat looketh like juſtice ? and how 
can we expect that the grievances of the People ſhould be redrefled, 
when an eminent Member of che Houſe and Councel of State, pro- 
fefl:d he wonld oppoſe the diſcovery of the grievances, both ir 
Houſe and Councel of State,uwvhen there was oftered four millions 
to. have it done? as witneſle the cnluing Engagement. 

To 


(6 
To the Right Hontabith Conncel of State. 

Right EHononrable, 

E whoſe names ate underwritten , out of a deſire to 
V dif. harge a £004 conſcicnce , and zeal to promote the 
good and welfare of this our native country , do hereby engage 
our lives a id fortunes; to produce and proſecute ſuch diſcoveries 
of notorious treacheries, and concealment of publick treatures and 
lands,as wil probably raiſe,at the leaſt four millions of treaſure,for 
the uſe of theState;which we conceive may be for the conſtant pay 
of the Army,and prevent che ſelling of their Arrears at under rates 
and to eaſe the gri-ved and diſconterted people of this Nation, 
from all aflefſments whatſoever, for the ſpace of four years next 
enſuing; provided, that this honourable Councel be pleaſed forth- 
with to draiy up the form of an AR. to authorize Commiſſioners 
for the examination of all maiiner of grievances whatſoever, and 
all dire& or indire&t conceaiment of publick treaſure,and preſent the 
ſame to the Parliatrent fer the ſpeedy paſſing thereof, before any 
further adjournment, or any Act of generail pardon be concluded; 


and likewiſe that this Honourible Councel would be pleaſed to af- - 


ford from time to time an eff-uall aſſiſtance in the proſecution of 


the aforeſaid diſcoveries, for the good of the Commonwealth, the - 
better to indear the affections of the people to the Parliament, Ar- * 


my,Navy, and this honourable Councel , in the initiation of chis 
preſent governtnent. Given under ovr hands this 4. of Sept.1649. 


William Pendred, William Reex, 
John Bernard, Mules Arendale, 
feffery Corbet, \ Robert Coalman, 
Deverenx Gardioner, . William Harriſon, 
William Hill, Henry Makow, 


William Bernars,. 


Can any men be ſo void of reaſon , as to perſwade us that the 
can be true to their truſt, who a ſo contrary to the ſafety ot the 
nation,and refuſe ſuch an offer as this?dogh ir nor declare that they 
are guilty perſoris? we beſcech you Gentlemen conſider, that God 
will not be mocked (G4/:6.7., though you and the corrupt mem- 
bers of the houſe, have very ſufficiently mocked this nation for di- 
vers years palt, feeding us with-ſhals and ſhals ; but truly we ne- 
ver knew good words fill the bellies of the hungry, nor cloath the 


backs 
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backs of the naked. Oh how have we been betrayed both by (ea 


and land 1 and when men ſhun the light, it is becauſe their deeds 


arc evill, Ib» 3.1 9,20,21. and. hence it 15, that ſo many do oppoſe 
a new Repreſentative-; how can any rational man think ir ſafe to 
confide in ſuch unfairhful truſtees, who neither diſcharge their truſt 
repoſed in them, nor make conſcience of their oathsnof promiſes, 
in paying their debts; but let the moſt faithful friends of the Com- 
monwealth lie ſtarving in all corners of che Commonwealth ?. and 
yet they can take care to provide for our enemies , by an At of 
free pardon, O how do thelſc,and a multitude of other ations de- 
clare their nnf-ithfulnefle 1 cercainly they are not the men whom 
we choſe,if they be we were deceived in them, and will no longer 
truſt in themgburt will have all Traitors,Cheaters, Arbitrary actors, 

and betrayers of their truſt,called to a ſtri& accompr, that ſo many 

induſtrious families may-nor [tarve through opprefſion. The Pro- 

phet teileth us chat Chriſt is juſt, Zachary 9.9. therefore we will 

never own.any gther King but him, he ſhall be our King and our 


_ Law-giver, and at his feet will we ſacrifice our hves, and all that is 
. dear unto us, 1/a. 33+ 22.[ames 4. 12. therefore all thoſe that are 
- for Chriſt and juſtice, let them declare themſelves, that we may 
- know and own them , and then we ſhall adhere to them even 


from Dan'to Beer-fheba; for we arc reſolved, thar all thoſe that 


- - have been faithfull in the Houſe, Army, Navy,and Commonwealth, 


by owning of Chriſt, and ſtanding for Juſtice, ſhall be had in ſin- 
galar honour, and ſhall ſhine like ftars in the firmament; and thoſe 
that ſtand for Antichriſt,in the oppoſing juſtice, or opprefſing the 


_ people, ſhall like clods of dire, or unſavory falr, be thrown to the 


dung-hill, and there remain , 44h. 5. 13. for wedo clearly ſee 
that we are ſold to the bloudy butchers of Rome , but we are rc- 
ſolved we will not be delivercd up to them. 

Therefore we beſeech you before it be too late, to go with us 
to the Houſe door, and not depart thence, till we have an Ac for 
a Committee, to diſcover and redreſle the grievances of the Com- 
monwealth, that ſo thoſe that have betrayed their truſt, and ſold 
us to Antichriſt, may reap the fruit of their treachery; for theſe 
men, as they ſtand corrupted, will never let us have a new Repre- 
ſentative: How many moneths,nay,years we think, have they ſpent 

or a new Repreſentative, and wi! not do it ? 


But we doubt not,but a Committee of wpright un-byaſled peru . 
quickly 


: = 
quickly find out the Achans,and the execrable things; which will 
ſo ucie os together inlove.and raite fucha vaſt Bauk of treaſure, 
and perpetuall revenvic, as will make-this'Nation a terrour to the: 
whole earth ; and then our truſtees may: carry on the work 
of che Nation with cale and chearfulneſs. And we do heartily be- 
ſeech you, as you tender the fafety of your own perſons , fa- 
milies, eſtates, and this wholt Commonwealth, that you do forth- 
with call a Generall Counce! , that ſo we may not be betrayed in 
our diſcoveries,nor deft: oyed for our fidelity to ourCountrey:And- 
then we ſhall diſcover a moſt dangerous defign, tending to the 
_ deſtrution both of Army and Commonwealth z for God hath. 
made the hearts of thoſe men fat, and their cars heavy, that they - 
will not hear the cry of che poor, [/« 6-10. Therefore they ſhal cry;. 
and not be heard,Pre.21.13.They are Philicians of no value; 
will not cure us,but rather make our wounds deeperand wider;bute”” 
the Son ofRighreouſneſs wil ariſe with healing 62 higwings, dat, 
4+2.and all Nations, people,or perſons, that will rot. ſabmiceo-his.--* ? 
Government,and let him rule over themyſhallbe deſtroyed; Lak. 19; _ 
27. 1/a.60.1 2+ For behold the day commeth* that-thall Surn-as an. * ©. 
Oven, and all the proud , and all that do wickedly ſhall be ſtubble, - 
and the day thar cometh thal burn then#ap,ſaitk rhe Lord of hoſts, _--* 
that it ſhall leave them neither root nor branch, Wal 4 5© 
And now my Lord,and Gentlemen all, we do humbly 1preadtheſe':, - « : 
things before you;concerving our condirion-jult parale} with Pauls, * 
when the (hip was berween9dy//a andCharibdls zandias we know: you in 
your full condition, ſwiming in pro'perity, cangor'be without trong. _ -_. 
temptations, neither can you conceive, that we'can be free fromthe... ** 
like and greater ; for you know what oppreſſion will make wiſemen” - 
do Eccl:/.7.7.. Ther. fore if we in our finking condition ſhall catch at 
any thing,'1oping to be delivered by it, -and if it prove to be aur de- 
frution; we do appeal unto God, Angels and Men; whether you ſhal' 
not anſwer for allche blou which ſhal be ſpiltupomthis account, or 
'- no? For we dare call the moſt high God to record,our conleiences al- 
ſo witneſſing with: us,that we have nothing in our eye. bur the preſer- 
ving-of this Nation from perpetual {layery,or frem-fuddain Aftru- 
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Rion by unſatiable,bloudy honlters and (0 we do commit both you, 
(C 


- and theſe Lines into the hands of that God, whois able ro give them 
ſuch a ſerting-on upon your ſpirits.that both ſleep and food (hal leparr 
from you,until you by joyning with us have put us into # fate poſture, 
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